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LBTTEES OF HANNAH THOMSON, 1785-1788. 

[We are indebted to the courtesy of Thomas Stewardson, Esq., for the 
following interesting letters of the wife of Charles Thomson, Secretary 
of Congress, addressed to Mr. John Mifflin, of Philadelphia, while she 
was a resident of New York. — Ed. Penna. Mag.] 

Jan y e 15 th 85 
There is no apology necessary to so Polite a man as my 
Correspondent J. M. He well knows that a lady who 
wishes to keep up a little consequence in the heau monde, 
must be very attentive in her manner and method of re- 
ceiving and paying visits. Also as a man of business he 
knows that workmen must be attended to. And when the 
husband is from home the "Wife must be more attentive. 
He also must be sensible of the difficulty of getting your 
mind & body composed under the above circumstances, and 
that it is necessary when you wish to write an agreeable & 
Intelligent letter, tht you should enjoy great tranquillity, yr 
spirits chearful & your head clear. Mrs T. has been waiting 
for such a composure to write to 2 or 3 of her young & gay 
correspondents. This morning the weather has been too 
warm to expect Visitors, The noise of tbe hammer seemed 
more distant, The painters had got to the outside of the 
house, and she concluded to step into Mr Thomson's parlor 
(where Pen Ink & paper stand always ready) and write a few 
lines to J M — scarce had she wrote the first page when a 
noise like the tumbling down of part of the house thundered 
in her ears. She jumped up & found the carpenters had 
attacked a piazza that is over the parlour window, stripped 
down an old ceiling, which occasioned dust & rubbish to fly 
into her best parlor. And after what has before been said 
upon writing he may be sure that every pleasing sentiment 
vanished. 

The parlor again got to rights, and I begin another sheet 
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of paper. I was much obliged for J. Mifflin's favour. It 
conveyed entertainment & Intelligence. I felt for the Doctor 
he must have been greatly chagrined, Especially if Miss P. 
and Miss E. were present, but perhaps the Consequence that 
D r Moyer had given him might make it necessary to have a 
little mortification, to bring his mind into proper order, to 
make him the agreeable friend and companion. 

I find ST. York more agreeable than I expected. The 
Ladies are gay & agreeable there are a number of belles 
here. I was yesterday to pay a visit to a Mr Lewis' family 
about a mile out of town the house is upon a hill. My 
eyes never beheld a more pleasing prospect. They have a 
full view of the town of long Island, the Jerseys the East 
river and Variety of Beautiful Landskips on every side of 
them. . . . 

I am thy obliged correspondent 

H. Thomson. 

May 12. 1785. 

I reed with pleasure J Mifflin's obliging letter accompanied 
with the Snake — I shall understand it perfectly, the direc- 
tions are so plain, but have not had time to exercise my wits 
since I received it. As soon as we get into our own house 
and the chairs & tables put into their places, your Ingenuity, 
will then be set forth, to the belles & beaus of King Street. 

Our landlord is a cleansing the house tht we are going 
into with paper & paint from top to bottom, which prevents 
us from unpacking, 'til that is done. It also excuses me 
from accepting of Invitations out as my cloaths are not un- 
packed. In a few weeks I shall be able to give you some 
acct of the angels of this Paradise. My compliment's to 
your Father and the family and tell Jonathan that as I have 
not studied agriculture I shall expect to hear from him, In 
his grass growing letters to farmer Thomson. And tell him 
that I met with several frights at the ferries. They are 
dangerous and disagreeable in blustering weather. 
I am with compliments your friend 

H. Thomson. 
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New York Sep 15th— 85 

I was very sorry to hear of J Mifflin's Indisposition and 

think the tour he is going to take will he of service. Your 

letter to Isaac is safely deposited In the Secretary of foreign 

affairs Packet . . . 

Mr Read was married on tuesday evening. It is the cus- 
tom here for the Ladies to receive their tea visits the next 
day after they are married. The Bridegroom receives visits 
in the morning, and the Bride in the afternoon. So they 
soon get thro the ceremony of Visits. "With compliments 

H. Thomson. 

New York Dec 8 th 1785 
My correspondent J. M. must not think that his letters 
are not agreeable because not answered by every post. The 
mornings are now so very short that I can scarcely get 
thro the bustle of the family before Mr. T. appears. When 
Mr. Hancock arrives, he is expected next week, and accepts 
of the honor conferred on him. When they get a full Con- 
gress I expect my mornings will grow longer. Considering 
the great scarcity of men I think there are a great many 
matches going forward among you. The proportion here 
it is said of belles to beaus are 10 to 1. — There are also 
several matches going forwards here. Mr. Gerry is soon to 
be married to an accomplished young lady. Mr le roy, the 
Dutch Consul, to a Miss Cornelle, but tell Jonathan Miss 

D k Is still disengaged. The Queen Street lady 

has not yet called upon me. It is supposed that she defers 
her visit 'til next May. Remember us to your father & 
family to Jonathan yourself & all friends. 

H. Thomson 

J. Mifflin has so much the advantage of me in the Episto- 
lary way that my letters I think must appear very dull. 
Every little anecdote to me of the Philadelphians is pleasing, 
but my acct of the Yorkers can give but little pleasure to 
J. M. Several matches are going forward here their names 
you must be unacquainted with, Except Mr. Gerry who is 
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shortly to be married to a Miss Thompson. I mentioned 
it in my last I think. If any Philadelphian has a Prior 
Claim they must make hast or Jerry will be lost, lost to 
their view. This City is grown very gay Plays 3 times a 
week an Assembly and Concert every other Thursday. 
There is a Mr. Temple & his lady arrived here from England 
he comes in Character of a Consul but receives the Salary 
of a Minister. They are yet at Lodgings. They have taken 
a new large house in Queen Street, which I suppose Jona- 
than must have noticed in his walks that way. When they 
get to house keeping we shall see what we shall see. Rout, 
3 times a week &c. Mr. & Mrs. Hancock are expected 
here the end of the next "Week. In what Stile they will live 
I dont know, or if Harrison will be continued I caunot 
tell . . . 

I want very much to know what happened at the Wednes- 
day Club I am &c 

H. Thomson 

Dec. 18 th 1785 
J Mifflin has greatly the advantage of me in the Epis- 
tolary way — Whatever is going forward in Philadelphia is 
entertaining and agreeable to me to hear of— But to J. M. 
it must be very insipid to be informed of the Bagatelles of 
New York — for instance what amusement will it give him 
to hear that Miss Eosavelt is married to the Attorney Gen- 
eral, Miss Wickam the beauty about sixteen to Mr. Hind- 
man from Maryland is talked of, Susan Levinston Mrs. Jays 
sister & Col. Byard is talked of, without much foundation, 
Nanny Vanhorn & Parson Wilson do. Miss Alsop that was, 
now Mrs. King is laid up with the fever. The pretty Miss 
Hallet is like to lose one of her eyes by a violent cold that 
she caught. The two sisters of a Mr. Curson tht was killed 
in a Duel about six or eight weeks ago, they are Incon- 
solable. Mr. Edgar that married the Elder Miss White has 
built a wall between him & his neighbour Mercer so high 
that Mrs. Mercer is much disturbed, and disturbs all the 
Circles that she goes in about it. I am invited to visit her 
to look at it. 
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As Mrs. Edgar & I visit, I shall endeavour to keep on 
both sides of the Wall. 

Mr. Rendon will be married in the course of this summer 
to Miss Marshal, a House is taken for them near the Bow- 
ling Green. I was to visit Miss Marshal yesterday, Pitt's 
statue is near the corner of their house without a head. 
We have also to be seen in this town a Wonderful creature 
with two heads. Mrs. Morris the favourite actress here & 
Mrs. Kenna come again. Mrs. Morris thought herself en- 
titled to the first visit, Mrs. Kenna being a stranger expected 
the Compliment. They meet only on the Stage or in the 
play house. The Governour & his family, The Mayor & his 
family, Have all been so unfashionable as to keep from the 
Theatre this winter. 

Mr. & Miss Van Berchel seldom go. Parson Rogers 
married Mr. Osgood & the Widow Franklin on Wednesday 
evening. I have never seen her, I am told she is a genteel 
pretty woman, dresses very plain wears no Cushion. Mr. 
Osgood is a very grave plain man, I make no doubt it will 
make her very happy. He was a Widower has no children, 
& about the same age of his lady. 

I suppose some folks will censure her for departure from 
their Rules, but so good a Husband will make their frowns 
of little consequence to her. . . . 

With compliments 

H. Thomson 

May 26—86. 

I request J. M. to use all his Rhetorick with Aunt Norris 
to agree to my proposal to meet on Saturday next at Bruns- 
wick we can pass Sunday together there. And you know 
that all the great Ferries are between 1ST. Y. & Brunswick. 
That she will have only Deleware to cross and a pleasant 
country to ride through. If we meet there I will tell you 
all about the Nine M <ms. 

I took Isaac with n s yesterday to pay a visit to Miss John 
Levinston who lately ost her father. There was Susan & 
Eliza there & the Charming Widow also Silvia & her 
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Sister I delivered yr Compliments. Mr. Alden wanted to 
know if you did not name particulars I told him the word 
all comprehended particulars. 

"We regret with Isaac that you did not stay a week longer 
with us, be sure to he at Brunswick on Saturday next. 

Accept of compliments. 
H. T. 

August 28 1786. 

I received J. M. letter by thursdays post, have the pleasure 
to inform him that Nanny Vanhorn & self visited Mrs. Lee 
last Monday. I told her that you had called upon her neice 
& went away with a heavy heart at not seeing her, that you 
had something to say to her of a private nature, I believed 
it to be about Miss Hogendogen, that you had "Wished to 
enquire of her If she had any ways hinted that you had 
thoughts of visiting there. She assured me she never had 
said a word to Miss Hogendogen about you. I thought 
Miss Hogen not at present engaged, La forest was very 
gallant, but frenchmen often are without any meaning. 

Remember me to Jonathan & tell him I have at last seen 
& heard of the Murray family. Aunt Norris's Neighbour 
Todd is related to them, and can inform every particular 
concerning them. Neighbor Todd has been to N. York, 
and called to see me, her cousin John Murrays wife came 
with her to shew the Way. She told me that her cousin 
Beulah & self had long talked of visiting me. The old 
Gentlemans death had prevented them. Neighbour Todd 
thinks her cousin Beulah a very fine girl. She lives now in 
the Country at their Fathers Country Seat, the town house 
is to be let. I was last evening at Martha's she was in her 
usual good Spirits. She told me Diana had been sick almost 
ever since you went. Mr. Alden desired Mr. Thomson to 
tell me that the evening before last he sat in the Bower. 
Cousin Isaac can inform you In what Street that is. He 
drank tea with me the next door to Silvia Where the young 
lady that you saw in black lives she is first cousin to Susan 
Levinston and I think is a favourite of Mr. Aldens. I 
Vol. xiv. — 3 
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mention that attachment, as I think Silvia yet remains for 
Collinette. I took a ride yesterday afternoon and drank tea 
with Mrs. Townsend who lives at a beautiful Seat on the East 
river about five miles from the City If I was to undertake 
to give you a description of that seat you would think I 
romanced. There Nature far exceeds my descriptive talent. 
Were we permanently fixed here I would wish Mr T. to 
possess it as the present owners are going to the "West Indies 
this fall. But instead of fixing anywhere, I consider myself 
a Sojourner or a traveller that holds himself ready to start 
when the Stageman calls. 

In our return from that delightful place on the road we 
met D. Vanhorn with his fair Angelica going to take an 
evening ride. I believe they were going to the place we 
left. I forgot to tell you that Mrs. Townsend has a pretty 
grandaughter whose Mother Mrs. Pugee was not at home. 

Judge Syms has some thoughts of visiting the Widow 
Tybout. She is a rich Widow has 10. <£ 1000 at her own 
disposal & no children lives on the Bowrey lane near Col 
Lee's, pray advise Peter to come with Jonathan & give a 
look at her, tell them not to be shilly-shallying till the prizes 
are gone. I dont know whether you recollect the seat. A 
Stone Wall encloses her farm (there will be no trouble about 
mending of fences) Her house is pleasantly situated the 
front has a view of the North river and from the back you 
can see the east river. The house is one story high with 
attick Chambers. There is a Piazza all round the dwell- 
ing the Widow is chearful & comely Inclines to be Plump. 
Flesh may be kept down by eating Vinigar Sauce. My 
mind is now pretty well disburthened and if you cant profit 
thereby the fault is not mine. Adieu — compliment to all 
friends. H. Thomson 

Sep 17—86 

I have reed friend Johns letter after a very long silence. 

Am glad to hear of his Corpulancy. Fleshy Folks are apt 

to grow Indolent which I hope my Correspondent will guard 

against, and instead of the flesh Brush which Physicians 
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advise in that case, take up the Pen and exert the Imagina- 
tion and rather than miss a Post, miss a Dinner. 

Many things as you observe in the course of a few months 
or weeks come to pass. Several "Weddings have been here 
lately; The Gentlemen Citizens of the town a Mr. Rose- 
wait to a Miss Walton, a Mr. Tom Smith of "Wall Street, to 
a near Neighbour of ours a Miss Taylor. I mention these 
two Gentlemen being citizens of the town gave us an oppor- 
tunity of being Introduced to a Custom that you know 
nothing of. The Gentlemans Parents keep open house just 
in the same manner as the Brides Parents. The Gentlemen 
go from the Bridesgroom house. to drink Punch with and to 
give joy to his Father. The Brides Visitors go In the same 
manner from the Brides to his Mothers to pay their compli- 
ments to her. There is so much driving about at such a time, 
that in our narrow streets, there is some danger. I am now 
at this Present writing a prisoner. Piles of Snow on each side 
of all our street only a narrow passage beaten in most all the 
streets. They visit Jaunt & go to Church in Sleighs. As I 
said before I am a Prisoner. I am afraid of meeting those 
flying machines in some of those narrow places. To keep 
out of danger I stay at home. A few days ago two Gentle- 
men were driving thro one of those narrow places with high 
banks of Snow on each side, they saw a Sleigh coming full 
tilt, the Horses had taken a fright and disputed the way with 
all they met. The Gentlemen thought it the wisest way to 
save themselves to jump out of their Sleigh & leave their 
Horses to contend with each other, which they did one 
droped down dead, and the other 3 almost dead. And so 
ended their frolick. 

I wish cousin Isaac and you would come & eat yr Christ- 
mas dinner here. I will give you as good mince pies & as 
fat a turkey as you can procure either from Molly Newport 
or Market Street. You wd be delighted with the Visiting 
parties a wishing a happy New Year to each other and eat- 
ing of GuMes, a little cake made for the occasion. 

I want that paragraph in your last letter explained about the 
depredations you intend to make among my acquaintances. 
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I hope you do not design to take any by surprize. Perhaps 
you have engaged Doctor Morgan's Balloon for yr Enter- 
prize. But I can assure you we carry so much sail here that 
I doubt yr Balloon Boat wd soon overturn and then when 
too late you may wish you had consulted yr friends on the 
Island. Mrs. Osgood has lately Visited me and thinks Beu- 
lah is reserving herself for her Officer who is gone to the 
east Indies. "When he returns he will find the Old Gentle- 
man out of his "Way, and nobody's leave to ask but her 
own. 

Pray as thoughts jump one cant tell how, "What is become 
of Jonathan. Does he remember that the Islanders were 
once his friends and friendship requires some communica- 
tion to keep the flame alive — give him our compliments as 
the boys do the stick with fire at the end, and tell him that 
we say Jack a live & live like to be he shan't die in our 
hands & we send it to thee. I am much pleased to hear that 
Isaac Intends to build up the seat of his ancestors, when I 
write to Aunt Norris I shall say more upon the Occasion. 

Remember me to all friends that remember me. C. T. 
Joins in compliments to you. I am &° 

yr friend 

H. Thomson 

Dec 12—86 
Yesterday Evening I received yr letter by K. "W. he 
had scarce warmd himself when a rap at the door an- 
nounced visitors "We cd not prevail on him to stay to 
tea. If he had he might have given some acct. of Miss 
Van Berkel, & Do. Sam Glaim to Isaac. After the Compli- 
ments of the Season was over (and bless my heart how cold 
it is) she politely enquired when I had heard from Mr. ISTor- 
ris. I informed her that on the sofa between us, was an 
.acct. of his health and also of his Brother Joseph's "Who was 
travelling & among other accomplishments was learning the 
dutch language & if he shd forget the American tongue 
when he returned I must call upon her to interpret for us . . . 
Cornelia sails for Charlestown next Monday. If you (sic) 
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anything against the voyage come here before that fatal 
day. If once she goes — You may sing My Daphne is lost, 
lost, lost ah lost to my view. As you were not acquainted 
with the Miss Taylors I believe my last did not mention 
anything about tht "Wedding I assure King Street was alive. 
The Bride was dressed more Elegant than any I have yet 
seen. But pray what cd be the reason that you would not 
accompany Cousin Debby to visit Miss "Wharton. The 
Gentlemen here upon tht occasion visit as much as the 
ladies, and the "Wedding house at such times resembles a 
bee hive, Company perpetually flying in & out. 

I have just rec a an Invitation to drink tea with Mrs Gov- 
ernor Clinton I wish you and Cousin Isaac were here to 
Escort me. I suppose Aunt Norris for your entertainment, 
on Christmas day, told you of the Slaying match that Mr. 
Houston in Second Street gave his Daughters. Dear Papa 
dear Papa do give us a Slaying — he at last consented told 
them to get ready and dress themselves warm "Which they 
accordingly did and came running "We are ready papa he 
ordered the Servants to have some burnt "Wine against they 
came back. He desired them to step up stairs with him 
before they went as soon as they got into an Attick Cham- 
ber he threw up all the windows, and seated them in two 
old Arm Chairs and begun to Whip & Chirrup with all the 
Spirit of a slaying party. And after he had kept them long 
enough to be sufficiently Cold he took them down & cald 
for the Mulled Wine, and were all very glad to sit close to 
the fire and leave Slaying to those that were too Warm. 

Compliments of the Season to Cousin Isaac & yourself, 
and send you each a Cookey as you wont come here to eat 
them. I expect Kerney "Wharton every moment which has 
made me write in great hast. 

I am &c. 

H. Thomson 

Dec. 28—86. 

J. M's letter dated March 13th came safe to hand. I 

suppose ere this Jon" has informed you of what is going 

forward in new York. As a certain Gentleman's Visits were 
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often made to ladies that Mrs. T. has no acquaintance with, 
she can give hut little acct of what passed among them. As 
to Miss Corsar I once had a glance of her at Mrs. Osgood's 
hut question if I should know her again. I believe Jona- 
than saw her several times. 

Mr. Otto was married last tuesday. Mrs. Otto reed visits 
thursday friday & Saturday in the usual manner. One 
Coach got overturned in the Crowd Nobody in it. I must 
inform you that Crabs are Just coming in Season as they 
are thought to be a cure for a fever I wish you were in the 
way of eating some. Tell Jonathan he should have been 
here last Saturday to have seen the belles a la mode de N. Y, 
from the brides they came here in flocks. The shew of 
artificial flowers that adorned the room, must have affected 
his Optick nerves. 

My Correspondents must excuse my writing in pacquets. 
If I can collect material for one at a time, It is as much as I 
can accomplish. Adieu 

H. Thomson 

March 19—87 
New York March y e 2 d 1788 

After relating the adventures of my Winter Campaigne I 
think there will be no Occasion to apologize for this letter 
being dated in March. 

In the beginning of december I caught a violent cold 
which confined me better than six weeks. As soon as I got 
better C. T. was confined for some time, has not got quite 
clear of his cough . . . 

I am amazed to find by your letter that you are so late in 
adopting feaderal fashions. Covered buttons were worn by 
the patriots here last fall. C. T. has a suit almost worn out 
with cloth Buttons. As to the Capes I had them the last 
Winter at my tea parties, the hats are not much worn here. 
The Centinel you sent was published here a fort-night ago, 
since which we have had some Resolutions taken by your 
Wheel barrow Society and some Critisism, on Jacky's 
poetry. Yr transactions glided quick oer frozen rivers and 
beaten tracks of Snow. 
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Respecting funerals this "Winter has been very sickly 
scarce a day passes that the bell does not toll for some 
departed friend. ¥e have lost Mrs. Otto. The Count and 
Marchiness arrived about a fortnight after her Interrment. 
The total change that their Arrival made in Mr. Otto's 
family d everted him from a gloom that her death had occa- 
sioned, and which is not allowable in fashionable Circles. 
They were I believe a very happy Couple. 

The Count has been announced as Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary from his most Christian Majesty to Congress. The 
Marchioness is in a very bad state of health. She is thought 
to be Consumtive. When I visited her she was confined in 
her bed. I left a card and expect to see her when she gets 
better & the weather warmer; her manners are affable, her 
dress plain for her station. In a tete a tete with a french 
Gentleman she said that if she had been born in America 
she thinks her disposition would have inclined to the Quaker 
principles to avoid the Ceremonies attending gay life. When 
I have the pleasure to see her I shall form my own Opinion 
of her according to the rules of Lavater. 

Marriages — Mr. Vanhorn & Miss Miller a private Wed- 
ding they see no Company. Nanny has taken a house 
opposite Lady Marys in Canvastown. You once had business 
in that part of the City. It is in more repute now than It 
was then, so says Nanny. My favorite preacher Mr. Wilson 
Is gone to settle at Charles town he had not his health here, 
being inclined to a consumption. The offer from there was 
advantageous & pleasing to him. I was in hopes that Nanny 
& he would have made a match, but he has chosen to spend 
his days with Cornelia. 

The young Marquis a Youth of 17 is violently smitten 
with lady Wheat. Miss Shaw her sister is to be married in 
May to Mr. Wilks a nephew of the famous Mr. Wilks of 
London he bears the Character of being a very Clever young 
man — Pray which of the Shippens sons Is a going into the 
neighborhood of Harriton. Where about is the farm that 
he goes to ? C. T. joins in compliments In haste, 

H. T. 
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I received a letter dated August 1st From J Mifflin — The 
alliance he mentions that is forming in Chesnut Street 
brings the following lines into my head : 

" That mighty power that form'd the Mind 
One mould for every two designed, 
And blessed the new born pair. 
This be a match for this he said 
And down he sent the souls he made 
To seek them bodies here — 

W. M. & A. E. 

The other alliance hinted at also makes me recollect these 
lines : 

How can the soft enchantment hold 
Two jarring Souls of angry Mold 

The rugged and the keen. 
Sampsons young foxes might as well 
In bonds of chearful wedlock dwell 
With firebrands tied between. 

City tavern & Isaac Wharton's widow. 

Congress have not yet determined where the new Congress 
are to meet — The eastern States are for N". Y. & the south- 
ern States for Philadelphia. Neither side can get the 7th 
State at present, nor doth either side incline to give way. 

Our President keeps an open house, Lady Christinia has 
very large tea parties, there were seventy Gentlemen & 
Ladies counted at one of her Levee's and on one of the 
hottest days we have had. My best respects also C. T's 
attend Aunt Kbrris I cant help her opinion about the pro- 
cession, but I know she is a Philadelphian and did not see 
ours. 

How unfortunate you were — for the very Saturday after 
your visit Cornelia made one of my Party. She was but 
four days a coming. The storm tht blew you away brought 
her here. " Ah cruel chance & crossing Fate." Please to 
make my Compliments to Cousins Isaac & Joseph. — I am &° 

H. Thomson 

August 17—88 



